Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group

Meeting Notes – March 16th, 2011


Meeting Participants

John Heissenbuttel – Heissenbuttel Natural Resource Consulting

Doug Barber – Amador County Resident

Rick Hopson – Eldorado NF Amador District Ranger

Bill Haigh – BLM Motherlode Field Manager

Tim Tate – Sierra Pacific Industries

Cathy Koos-Brezeal – Amador Firesafe Council

Susan McMorris – Blue Mountain Community Renewal Council

Joan Keegan – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Mark Stanley – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Dennis Lewis – Calaveras Foothills Firesafe Council

Katherine Evatt – Foothill Conservancy

Emily Williams – Sierra Business Council

Paul Maben – Pacific Gas and Electric Co.

Robert Smith – Smith Grinding

Russ Henley – CalFire

Velma Whitebear – CA Indian Manpower Consortium

Warren Alford – Sierra Forest Legacy

Steve Wilensky – Calaveras County Supervisor District 2

Addie Jacobsen – Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch

John Hofman – Natural Resource Consultant to Amador County

Jan Bray – CalFire

Brandon Sanders – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Proposal

The Washington Office of the USFS is currently reviewing the Cornerstone Proposal.  The WO is taking a RAC approach to the evaluation.

Although the proposal was pulled together quickly, it is of high quality and will definitely be competitive.

The evaluators will provide a series of questions at the end of the month, which must be answered in writing.  This is the first opportunity to follow-up and clarification based on the evaluators’ findings.  
Sometime in April or May, there will be a second opportunity for follow-up which will either be over the phone in a teleconference or potentially with one or more representatives from ACCG physically traveling to Washington DC to participate in those deliberations.
The final selection is set to take place sometime in May.

Funding of the program itself is currently uncertain.  If there is no funding for CFLRA in the current fiscal year, indications from various sources suggest that all proposals will be carried over into the subsequent fiscal year.  There is clearly an advocacy need emerging relative to this.

Inter-jurisdictional coordination among agencies is also being discussed in the broader context of CFLRA and the Cornerstone Project.  There is the potential for the Cornerstone proposal becoming a pilot to exhibit an all-lands approach on the ground.

There was also mention of strengthening partnerships with local collaborative groups in other parts of the State.

The group determined it appropriate to draft a letter to congressional leaders relative to funding for CFLRA.  This will be transmitted through ACCG and signed by willing non-federal partners.

USFS and BLM will address the need for advocacy activities to the extent possible with their respect leadership structures.

ACCG Workgroup Reports





Administrative - NONE

Planning – Needs to identify new lead member.

Operations – Jan Bray has communicated with members; currently no activity

Finance - NONE

SBC’s Energy and Climate Leadership Program



Emily Williams, out of SBC’s Sonora Office, attended the meeting to share about the Energy and Climate Leadership Program.  This is an opportunity for teams around the Sierra to receive assistance in the development of projects which address energy efficiency and climate change.
Organizations bring projects forward to SBC for consideration.  Approved projects will participate in a conference to work through the project and identify resources to assist in implementation.  The conference entails a leadership training component as well.


The conference will take place in Auburn, and has been advertised for a couple months.  Groups of 5-7 are encouraged to propose a project and request inclusion from SBC.  The application period closes on April 4th.

Groups approved to attend will be able to do so at little-to-no cost.

More information has been provided on the ACCG blog.  A meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 25th at the Jackson Civic Center to more fully develop the project concept the ACCG may submit.

Buena Vista Biomass Power
BV along with ACCG partners have sought to avoid litigation, but there are two suits currently filed against the project.  Amador County has approved the project, and despite the ongoing legal actions, work is moving forward to rehabilitate the plant.

Conversations with Center for Biological Diversity are ongoing, and areas of disagreement have narrowed somewhat.  Both parties are interested in a settlement.
Buena Vista is also in discussions with Calaveras County regarding the utilization of municipal green waste for fuel, in exchange for the ash which would be used as cover for the Calaveras County landfill.

Bureau of Land Management

The environmental assessment for the Big Lily Gap project has been posted for public comment.  Information on where to find the EA is located on the ACCG blog and at BLM’s Motherlode Field Office website.

Eldorado NF

NEPA on the View 88 project is moving forward.  This was included in the CFLRA proposal.  The draft NEPA document will be available for public comment in mid-April.

CalFire
CalFire is implementing disaster supplemental BMP’s in several locations, mainly in El Dorado County at Sly Park and Placer County near Auburn Lake Trails.  There are also two projects in Amador County, where they are partnering with PG&E and SPI.
There is work ongoing at the Pine Hill Preserve to enact measures which will protect sensitive and rare plants.  This is being done in partnership with the CA Native Plant Society.

CalFire work with the Stewardship Council relative to the N. Fork Mokelumne parcels is moving forward.  The letter of intent has been signed, and survey work is set to begin.  The holder of the conservation easement is to-be-determined.

Sierra Nevada Conservancy

The SNC will be revising its grant program for the next two funding cycles.  Focus areas will be forest health and working landscapes.  New limitations on the types of projects may result.

The SNC is also undergoing an update to its strategic plan.  There has been extensive public input, and a draft will be published for comment later in the year.

Amador RAC

The Amador Resource Advisory Council has around $40K available for projects that benefit USFS lands.  While many projects have already been submitted, there is still an opportunity to submit proposals.  Contact John Hofman for more information.

Foothill Conservancy

East Bay MUD is doing trail work around Highway 49 and Middle Bar.

Stakeholder meetings on Wild and Scenic Designation for the Mokelumne River are ongoing.

BLM is set to begin constructing of a whitewater rafting take out facility.

Litigation against the expansion of Pardee Reservoir is ongoing.

Sierra Pacific Industries

The Standard Mill upgrades are ongoing, and the mill is expected to go online sometime in May.  The mill will then be able to accept smaller logs, down to 7” diameter.  The co-

generation facility at Standard is receiving upgraded emissions controls, and the mill may need to purchase fuel above and beyond what is produced on site.

Chinese Camp has expanded its capacity, and can now process white fir in addition to cedar.  That mill is also capable of processing small logs, down to 5” diameter.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company

PG&E is working with the Highway 108 FSC on a project in Yankee Hill. There are also ongoing projects related to line maintenance and fuelbreaks.

Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions (CHIPS)

The Wilseyville sort yard is now in design phase.  CCWD is involved.  A feasibility study will be produced through an RBEG grant from USDA.

The Contractors Cooperative have finalized and endorsed the MOU.

Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch
The rules package on Modified Timber Harvest Plans for fuel hazard reduction is open for public comment.  It incorporates additional resources protections for these types of project, while streamlining the THP process overall.

USFS Fire Conference on April 27-28
Doug Barber will be representing the ACCG at the upcoming conference.

Next Meeting in Calaveras County on May 18th
ADJOURN

