Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group

Meeting Notes – December 15th, 2010

Attendees:
Steve Wilensky – Calaveras County District 2 Supervisor

Rick Breeze-Martin – Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions Inc. (CHIPS)

John Hofman – Consultant to Amador County

Jan Bray – CalFire Amador-El Dorado Unit

John Heissenbuttel – Heissenbuttel Natural Resource Consulting

Dennis Lewis – Blue Mountain Emergency Preparedness Committee 
     & Calaveras Foothills Fire Safe Council

Pablo Garza – The Nature Conservancy

Charles Jonard – Calaveras County Resident

Teresa McClung – Stanislaus NF Calaveras District Ranger

Robert Smith – Smith Grinding

Barbara Balen – Stanislaus NF Calaveras RD

Mark Stanley – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Dick McCleery – Central Sierra RC&D / NRCS

Joe Waidl – Calaveras County Resident

Katherine Evatt – Foothill Conservancy

Karen Glaze – Motherlode Job Training

Jim Carroll – West Point Fire District

Tim Borges (sp?) – Borges Timber Company

Merv and Kathy Vicini – Vicini Bros. Green Material Recycling
Cathy Koos-Brezeal – Amador Fire Safe Council

Bill Haigh – BLM Motherlode Field Manager

Rick Hopson – Eldorado NF Amador District Ranger

Addie Jacobsen – Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch

John Romena – Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC

Doug Barber – Amador County Resident

Brandon Sanders – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Velma Whitebear – CA Indian Manpower Consortium
Briana Creekmore – Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions Inc. (CHIPS)

Kathy Rodriguez – CA Indian Manpower Consortium

Warren Alford – Sierra Forest Legacy

Biogeneration Initiative





Joe Waidl
Joe Waidl has been working with Dick McCleery and Bob Dean from Central Sierra RC&D to develop a grant application to the USDA Forest Products Laboratory.  The application would be to fund a feasibility study for the completion of a small-scale biomass-to-energy installation.  While the size of the unit is still in flux, the possibility of a portable system is a potential focus.

The sale of energy produced would be addressed in the study.  There is the potential to site the unit at the Wilseyville WWTP.  Some costing information has been gathered and will be included in the grant application.  The unit will likely entail combustion technology with some form of heat capture as well.  The dollar figure for actually deploying the unit is forecasted between $2M and $4M.

Energy Products, a company from Idaho, already has several operating units in Northern California.  Air quality equipment will push the cost for the unit to the higher end of the range.

German and Italian manufacturers also make a product that would fit this need, although there are questions related to cost, replacement part availability, and duty on the import side.

This has been approved as a candidate project by the Central Sierra RC&D.  This will be a WBUG application and is due by March 1st.  A contact has been identified within PG&E to answer questions about the sales side of the project.

There were no vocal objections from the group on this project.  Contact Dick McCleery or Joe Waidl if interested in supporting this effort.

ACCG Award







Steve Wilensky

The ACCG has received the All-Lands Award from Regional Forester Randy Moore.  Information is posted to the blog.  Articles ran in the Union-Democrat and on TSPN.

The award is located in the CHIPS office in West Point.  Steve will bring it to the next meeting.

Workgroups








Katherine Evatt/ Rick B-M

Workgroups are not limited to the roster provided.  

A series of questions were posed and subsequently assigned to the Administrative Workgroup.  

· How do workgroups make decisions? These would be the recommendations brought forward to the full group for consideration.

· When individuals who aren’t representing an affiliation participate in decision making, does there need to be some form of disclosure relative to their interest?

· What is the process for information sharing and circulation of the distribution list?

A change was made to the standing agenda which centralizes all updates under one item.

The individual workgroups are tasked with bringing decision points to the full group with a justification based on workgroup deliberations and findings.

CalFire Stewardship Council Update
The Pacific Forest and Watershed Lands Stewardship Council has approved CalFire as the recipient of ~1000 acres in the Mokelumne Watershed.  The vision is this will become a new state forest, managed by CalFire.  These are the lands near the center of the watershed, with the lower elevation parcels likely going to BLM, and the upper elevation lands going to the USFS.

CalFire may incorporate research activities into the overall scope of the new state forest.  Native American involvement will be important, as there are many cultural sites on these lands.  The timeframe for final divestment is still 1-2 years out.

This will be assigned to the Planning Workgroup who will monitor the situation and provide periodic updates to the group.

Sierra-Cascade Dialog Group Update

A number of ACCG participants attended the first in a series of facilitated discussions hosted by the USFS, UCD, SNC.

There was general agreement among the participants to expand the steering committee to represent a broader range of interests.
Results of these discussions will be published sometime in February.  There are still six of these sessions planned in the coming year.  The rate at which treatments happen is a major focus, with the intent being an escalation in the amount of treatment.  The USFS is pushing for a target of 500,000 acres per year in order to keep up with the need.

Water has also been an emphasis, with some discussions occurring around the concept of ecosystem service markets.

In general, there seems to be a paradigm shift toward a collaborative process on a large scale.

ACCG members expressed their desire to have some of the events take place in the Sierra.  The administration workgroup will draft a letter to the organizers relative to that.

Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC


The Center for Biological Diversity, a neighborhood group, and an individual have filed appeals with Amador County on the SEIR for the project.  The Board of Supervisors will consider the appeal on January 4th. The issue of carbon neutrality and climate change seem to be raising the bulk of the concerns, as well as impacts to the neighborhoods near the plant.

There is the potential for a mediated process to address these appeals.  IDRS is a potential mediator, as well as CCP and UC Davis.  John Romena has met with Kevin Bundy from CBD.

A subgroup has been formed to reach out to CBD and other appellants.

Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program

The Nature Conservancy is interested in supporting ACCG relative to the CFLRA program.  The pre-proposal is due on January 14th.  Laura McCarthy with TNC will provide information and potentially assist in the formulating the proposal.
There are many questions associated with the proposal, including the source of matching funds and resources.  50% of the total project cost must be covered by the USFS, and this could have a serious impact on their budgeting, as no new funding is available to cover the match.

If the group were to defer the submittal to a later round, there is a risk that there will be no funding available.  There could be a gap of up to 5 years.

The Finance workgroup will review Rick Breeze-Martin’s funding information and report out at the January meeting.

Next Meeting

January 19th, 2011 beginning at 9:30am in West Point at the Veterans Hall.
