Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group

Meeting Notes – August 18th, 2010


Meeting Participants:
Cathy Koos-Brezeal – Amador Firesafe Council

Jan Bray – CalFire Amador-El Dorado Unit

Duane Nelson – EDNF Placerville District Ranger

Bill Haigh – BLM Motherlode Field Manager

Brian Mulhollen – BLM Fire

Doug Barber – EDNF Amador District Ranger

Chuck Laughlin - EDNF

Jim Carroll – West Point Fire District
Susan McMorris – Blue Mountain Community Renewal Council
Karen Glaze – Motherlode Job Training

Jim Junette – Stanislaus National Forest – Calaveras RD

Merv Vicini – Vicini Bros. Green Material Recycling

Katherine Evatt – Foothill Conservancy

Nerissa Rujanevech – Sierra Forest Legacy

Charles Jonard

Paul Maben – Pacific Gas and Electric Co.

Dick McCleery – Central Sierra RC&D

John Heissenbuttel – Heisenbuttel Natural Resource Consulting

Pablo Garza – The Nature Conservancy

John Hoffman – Consultant to Amador County

Rick Breeze-Martin – CHIPS and Breeze-Martin Consulting

Steve Wilensky – Calaveras County Supervisor District 2

Brandon Sanders – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Dennis Lewis – Northern Calaveras Emergency Preparedness Group

Memorandum of Agreement




Rick Breeze-Martin

A recommendation was made to require a committee membership of 5 individuals, as opposed to 3.  It was decided that each committee will have no fewer than 3 participants, and the committee meetings are open to signatories who are interested in participating.  Committee assignments will be made once the MOA is finalized.

There was an extensive discussion on the definition of sustainability.  Examples were provided by Addie Jacobsen and Doug Barber.  The basis for the new definition is the Region 5 USFS definition, with some additions based on the Conservation Biology definition.  Concern was expressed over the terms “spacial” and “temporal” and resulted in those terms being changed to “space” and “time.”  Concerns were expressed over the inclusion of multi-use and sustained-yield, and those terms were removed from the definition.

The final definition of sustainability, as adopted by the group and reflected in the MOA, is as follows:

Meeting the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.  Sustainability is composed of desirable social, economic, and ecological conditions or trends interacting at various scales of time and space.
A discussion on signatories to the MOA raised concerns over exclusivity, meaning that only certain people can participate in decision-making.  This concern was countered by a concern over the risk of discontent individuals derailing the process.  There was general agreement, with one individual to the contrary, that having signatories is essential to provide a basis for fair and participatory decision-making.  The end result is the acknowledgement by the group that one does not have to sign the MOA to participate, but a signor is needed to participate in the decision-making process.

The administration committee to be formed under the MOA will address details associated with the discussion above, in addition to meeting attendance standards, adding signors over time, etc.  The Final MOA will be adopted and signed at the September 15th meeting.

Forest Principles Workgroup Report



Katherine Evatt/John Heissenbuttel

The group agreed that there should be an introduction associated with the principles.  John H. suggested an appropriate level of detail, but raised the question of structure of the principles and how they are organized or presented.  John will revisit this and provide a suggestion to the group.

Deletions were made due to redundancy when compared to the MOA.  

The expression “frequency of fire” was brought into question.  For some participants, this implied an emphasis on suppression, whereas the goal is to increase preventative activities.  It is not the intent of the group that this imply a focus on suppression.

Land use and building codes should be included to some extent in the principles.

Research work was addressed which shows intense fire does have benefits to the ecosystems in certain settings and on certain scales. The question was posed as to whether or not that research is included.
The intended purpose of these principles is to have a checklist of sorts whereby members of the group can review, evaluate, and ultimately endorse on-the-ground projects.

Other edits stemming from the discussion have been recorded by workgroup members and will be reflected in the final copy to be distributed prior to the September 15th meeting.
“One thing missed in the draft minutes is the group agreed that the document was at the right level of detail for now and although the document could be reformatted, at this point the group was comfortable approving the document with the final edits agreed to at the Aug. 18 meeting.  Katherine and I were simply tasked with inserting these final edits.  At some point one of the various groups established by the MOU could call for more work/detail on the principles.” – Edit received from John Heissenbuttel on 9.8.10

NFF Community Assistance Program Grant


Addie Jacobsen

Addie Jacobsen shared information about a capacity building grant that CHIPS is pursuing.  The purpose of this grant will be to provide technical education to forest practitioners, practical resources and education for those interested in either beginning or participating in a collaborative process, and others.

She had the group identify the types of sessions and lessons that would be helpful, and will follow-up once that list is refined and the application is ready to be submitted.

Sierra Nevada Forest and Community Initiative

Brandon Sanders
The group will consider the initiative for adoption at the September 15th meeting once the MOA is signed and finalized.

Partner Updates 


 



ALL
Bill Haigh – BLM

There is an ongoing project around Glencoe to treat 70 acres.  Smith Grinding, CHIPS, Motherlode Job Training, CA Indian Manpower Consortium, and Alaskan BLM Hotshots are implementing the project, which was featured in the Stockton Record.

A revenue-generating plantation thinning project is in development, with a tentative agreement for purchasing the treated material in place with a business in Jamestown specializing in animal bedding.

NEPA process set to begin on 450 acre biomass project.  BLM worked with Forester Ryan Ballanca on the surveys and initial planning for the project.  Funding is still an issue for this project.  BLM is taking the approach of planning the projects ahead of the funding so they are ready to go immediately once funds become available.

Robert Smith – Smith Grinding

Robert is working with CHIPS and Motherlode Job Training on a project in Glencoe.  The team completed 12-15 acres in a week, which is a good pace.  The team attended a class at UC Davis and it is shown clearly in how the crew acknowledges species and the general post treatment appearance and composition of the project site.

John Romena – Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC
John notified the group that BV’s Draft EIR is now available for public comment for the next 45 days.  The document is availabl through Amador County and also on the ACCG blog.

BV is still working to retrofit the plant.

Jim Junette – Stanislaus NF Calaveras RD

Bailey Ridge plantation thinning project NEPA is nearing completion.  This will likely become one of the first stewardship agreement projects with ACCG partners.

Nerissa Rujanevech – Sierra Forest Legacy
A presentation will be given at the next meeting on the Mokelumne River Environmental Markets initiative.

Dick McCleery – Central Sierra RC&D
Dick will be participating in a woody biomass utilization workshop in Oroville on September 14th, and encouraged others to attend as well.  The RC&D will be pursuing Dept. of Conservation watershed program funding, as well as SNC Prop. 84 grant funding.

RC&D is also actively working with the Forest Service on the establishment of a stewardship agreement, and working in conjunction with SNC and others on an Economic Development Administration grant program to provide technical assistance and market assessment services to forest practitioners in the region.

Funding Opportunities





ALL
Brandon gave an overview of the SNC grant program, and instructed interested parties to contact him directly for more information.
Schedule Next Meeting in Calaveras County

ALL
The next meeting of the Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group will take place at the Veterans Hall in West Point on September 15th, beginning at 9:30am.

