Calaveras Consensus Group

April 22nd, 2009 // 9:30a – 12:00p

Notes

1. Welcome and New Introductions



(Steve Wilensky)
Kevin Hansen – District 2 Solid Waste Commission
· May be able to assist with County equipment availability

· Collection sites for woody biomass material intended for co-gen

· Collection sites could potentially include Wilseyville transfer station and recently acquired parcel(s) from BLM

Eddie Oneto – The Oneto Group

· Involved in Ione Co-Gen plant re-commissioning effort.

2. Update on Federal Appropriations Request for FY 2010

(Steve Wilensky)

· CCG and CHIPS are positioning for funding in the FY 2010 appropriations bill
· Steve W. is in ongoing discussions with Feinstein staff

· Senator will be receiving a presentation from staff on the project

· Likely to be a reduced amount from the original submittal back in February

· Participants in Calaveras Consensus are strongly encouraged (if able) to contact Leah Russin and express your support for the project.  If you’d like talking points, please contact Brandon.
Leah Russin

Environmental Counsel

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein

202 224 5416

Leah_Russin@Feinstein.Senate.Gov
3. Update from Calaveras Foothills Firesafe Council

(Briana Creekmore)

Payments have been received from the CA State Firesafe Council
· Seniors/Disabled program received $75K

· Door to Door Program received $95K

· This will be split into two pots of money

· $55K will be applied to the Door-to-Door Program

· The remaining funds may be utilized for CCG projects

· BLM Skull Flat/Lily Gap projects are moving quickly

· Decision documents have been signed (Bill Haigh)

· Local Contractors will be used for the projects

· CalFire Prop. 40 funds are still frozen – there is no indication as to when they will become available
· Recent bond sales have gone well

· CalFire is awaiting direction on the availability and disbursement of funds.

4. Update from Sierra Nevada Conservancy


(Brandon Sanders)

UPDATE SINCE LAST MEETING
SNC has received word that Prop. 84 funding will once again become available to the Agency based on a statement from the Governor’s office.  Please keep an eye on our website for more details.
Mark Stanley has joined the CCG on behalf of SNC.  Mark has extensive history with forestry issues in the State, including State and Private Forest Service, Woody Biomass Utilization, and other expertise.  Mark will be assisting with practitioner training by gathering previously developed curriculum, and will also assist in activity tracking relative to funding requests that are pending.  

5. Update from Central Sierra RC&D



(Dick McCleery)

Central Sierra RC&D has applications pending for the following:
· Technical Assistance – Post and Pole Facility

· Technical Assistance – Densification Facility

· Rural Development RBEG Training Grant

Dick anticipates needing assistance in follow-up on these proposals, specifically as it relates to hard and fast figures on cost, facilities, equipment, etc.
Dick and others from the group will look into pursuing a funding opportunity from USDOE relative to co-generation and woody biomass utilization for electricity production.  More details will be provided at the next meeting.

6. Ione Co-Generation Facility




(Eddie Oneto)
Jackson Valley Energy Partners originally built the Ione Co-Gen plant to burn lignite, which is a low-grade coal
The capacity for the plant is 18 megawatts, or enough to power roughly 15,000 homes.  Deregulation essentially killed the operation, which has sat idle for several years.

Buena Vista Biomass Development (Tad Mason at 916.638.8811) has begun taking steps to re-commission the facility to utilize woody biomass.  The group anticipates a demand of 210,000 green tons of woody biomass per year, with 40% of that material expected to come from the forests, and the remainder from agricultural operations on the valley floor.

This equates to 24 loads per day for 365 days and roughly 8600 loads per year.  There may be subsidies available based on pending legislation (AB 1300 – $20 per BDT transported) (Mark Stanley of SNC to provide updates on the legislation) and also from potential US DOE grant opportunities.
7. Individual Agency/Organization Updates


(ALL)

BLM is working on developing projects in the long-term.  Bill Haigh will provide updates as they become available.
USFS Stanislaus is working on the Travel Management Plan and Route Designation plan on the Stanislaus.  USFS is also actively engaged with the County in an effort to revive mill operations which were recently halted.
8. Discussion of Needs and Next-Steps



(ALL)

Business Plan Development – Consensus was reached on the need to develop a business plan

· Working group formed to initiate funding request to NFF (Capacity Building Grant)
· Specific focus of NFF Proposal will be to develop business plan

· Addie J, Dick M, Briana C, Brandon S, and Katherine E (as available)
· Katherine Evatt has a potential contractor to write the plan

· Market Research and Supply Assessment are critical components of the plan

· USFS has resources for developing such a plan (Brandon will provide at next meeting)

US DOE Biomass Co-Gen Funding Opportunities

· Working group was formed to explore this possibility

· Dick M, Kevin H, and Brandon S.

Consolidation of information and activity tracking

· Mark Stanley will take the lead on coordinating activity tracking relative to funding requests

· Active and pending projects must also be tracked (Brandon S. will initiate)
· Training progress must be tracked and reported out to the group

Training

· Mark Stanley is acquiring curriculum from Siskiyou County on practitioner training

· Dick M. is working on active funding requests for training dollars

NEXT MEETING: Presentation from Katherine of Foothill Conservancy on Collaborative Group Formalization

9. Schedule Next Meeting





(ALL)

May 20th at 9:30am // West Point Veterans Hall
THERE IS A SLIGHT POSSIBILITY THAT THIS MAY CHANGE TO ACCOMMODATE KEY MEMBERS OF THE GROUP

