Meeting Notes – 6/16/09

Attendees:

Steve Wilensky – Calaveras Co.

 Bill Haigh - BLM

Teresa McClung - USFS

Steve Baran - USFS

Brian Mulhollen - BLM

Jerry Martinez - BLM

Brandon Sanders - SNC

Criteria for enabling Federal legislation were discussed.  These would define the parameters through which the numerous activities proposed by the Calaveras Consensus Group would be implemented.  The criteria will ensure that any activities on the ground are conducted in a way that is endorsed by all participants in the collaborative process.

Coordinated effort between BLM and USFS discussed.  Similar model to what is currently in place in Bishop (Shared Service Agreement?).  SNC as lead fiscal agent was also discussed.  With SNC as fiscal agent CEQA would come likely into play which could make it more difficult.
Environmental Criteria

Environmental assessments and documentation must be completed, with the utmost consideration given for threatened and endangered species, and participants in the collaborative process must engage during these activities to minimize or eliminate the possibility of conflicts which are prevalent in other areas of the State.

CEQA/NEPA Compliance

Timber Stand Condition 

Ecological Sensitivity

Watershed Condition/Sensitivity

Geologic Sensitivity
Economic Criteria

Economic revitalization is a primary driver behind this effort, and all participants to the collaborative process should ensure the economic benefits derived from project activity directly benefit communities defined by the collaborative process as targets under this initiative.
Utilization of Local Contractors (Fuels, transport, project management, value-added)
Proximity (50 miles) to Co-Generation Facilities

Trained and Qualified Workforce

Value-Added Commercial Applications
Social Criteria

The social well-being of the involved communities should be considered when siting projects and implementation, and equity, transparency and accountability must be defined through clear measures and endorsed by all participants of the collaborative process.

Equitable Distribution of Funds

Culturally Sensitive Project Sites

Collaborative Process

Transparency and Accountability

Public Safety Criteria

Public safety will be a key consideration in siting projects and implementation, and project locations and methodologies should be endorsed by all participants of the collaborative process.

Firefighter/Practitioner Safety

Proximity to Homes/Structures

Fire Risk/Fuel Load

Wildland-Urban Interface

Methodology Criteria

The methodology applied in implementing projects will be determined using sound science, consideration for all aspects and interests, and should be endorsed by all participants in the collaborative process.
Terrain

Density

Safety

Roads/Ingress/Egress
Timing (Season, Climatic Conditions)

(Environmental Criteria)
Geographic Criteria
The numerous jurisdictions within the Sierra Nevada lack sufficient resources to implement a fuels program that meets the needs of the most significant wildland-urban interface outside of Southern California.
Federal HUB Zone

Communities-at-Risk

Major Watershed

Vulnerability to Climate Change

Other Notes
There are 126 communities-at-risk including over 600,000 residents within the jurisdiction of the Motherlode Field Office (BLM), ranging across 14 counties from Mariposa to Yuba.  Largest WUI in the Western US.
Political support and intense and rigorous collaboration will be critical to the success of this effort.  Federal agencies need support relative to NEPA and related environmental assessment activity.

Reconnaissance is needed to site and prioritize projects.  Even-aged plantations and fuelbreak maintenance are targeted given the seemingly low level of contention these activities pose.

