Amador Calaveras Consensus Group

July 1st, 2009 // 9:30a – 12:00p

Notes

Welcome and New Introductions



(Steve Wilensky and Jim Branham)
Pablo Garza

The Nature Conservancy

Brett Storey

Placer County (Biomass Project)

Fred Tornatore
TSS Consulting (Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC)

Doug Barber

El Dorado National Forest – Amador District Ranger

Jill Jenkins

West Point Fire District/Jenkins Business and Tax Services

Tom Garcia

Calaveras County Department of Public Works

Chuck Jonard

Individual Stakeholder


Agenda Check






(ALL)

Add presentation from Steve Wilensky on overarching components of CCG (Now Amador – Calaveras)

Add presentation from Pat McGreevy on Glencoe/Rick Gulch Wildfire Protection Plan

Consensus Group Component Overview


(Steve Wilensky)

Goals:

Economic Renewal


Priority Targets:
Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)



Fire Safety






Plantation Thinning



Forest/Watershed Restoration



Roadside Clearing



Improved Air Quality





Miwuk Heritage Sites



Carbon Sequestration





50-mile Radius to Ione (BV Co-gen)



Cultural Site Recovery



Workforce Readiness

Workforce Training and Readiness Component
Partners:
Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch


Projects:
Trucking School



Motherlode Job Training




CHIPS Field Crew Training



CA Indian Manpower Consortium



Native American Crew Training



Sierra Business Council








Calaveras-Mariposa Community Action Agency



Sierra Forest Legacy



US Forest Service



Resources:
CA Indian Manpower Consortium ($)



Sierra Nevada Conservancy




Motherlode Job Training ($)



Central Sierra RC&D / NRCS




CMCAA ($)



CA Dept. of Fish and Game




National Forest Foundation ($)

Public Lands Component
Partners:
US Forest Service



Projects: 
Map and ID Priority Parcels


Bureau of Land Management




Environmental Clearances (NEPA)



Cal Fire






Treatment and Monitoring Protocols



Local Planning Groups



CA Dept. of Fish and Game


Resources:
Federal Budget Line Items



Sierra Nevada Conservancy




CA Firesafe Council Clearinghouse



Central Sierra RC&D / NRCS




Stimulus Round 2











CA Air Resources Board










Grants










Carbon Credits

Private Lands Component

Partners:
Local Contractors



Projects:
Senior Citizen 100’ Clearance



Firesafe Council





Fuel Breaks



Ranchers and Homeowners




Other Private Contracts









Resources:
Grants











Individual Private Contracts











CA Firesafe Council Clearinghouse

Value-Added Infrastructure Component

Partners:
Sierra Business Council


Projects:
Ione Co-Gen Plant



CHIPS







Post and Pole Processing



Local Contractors





Pellet Manufacturing



Calaveras County





Small Local Mills



Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC



Fuel-to-School Programs



Central Sierra RC&D / NRCS




Firewood and Chip Sales








Resources:
Feinstein Appropriation











Grants











Private Investment











County Land and Equipment

Fundraising/Grants Component
Partners:
Central Sierra RC&D / NRCS


Projects:
All Previously Listed



Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch








CHIPS





Resources:
Legislative Initiatives (Feinstein, etc)



Delta College






NFF, SNC, SBC, CIMC, MLJT, RC&D



Sierra Nevada Conservancy




EBMUD and Downstream Users



Sierra Business Council


Discussion on Steve’s Presentation
Warren Alford of Sierra Forest Legacy encouraged members to read the article in Timber West magazine about the White Mountains Stewardship Project in Arizona.  The May/June 2009 Edition has the article.  That publication is located at http://www.forestnet.com .

Jim Branham of Sierra Nevada Conservancy suggested that certain interests were missing from the group, most notably East Bay Municipal Utilities District.
Bob Dean of CCWD and the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Council mentioned the possibility of a water surcharge to help fund restoration and management activities in the upper watersheds.  There is potential for something of this nature as part of the Bay-Delta conservation effort.

Doug Barber, Amador District Ranger on the El Dorado, suggested the Mokelumne River Association be invited to the next meeting.

Chuck Jonard spoke about CDC Fire Crews and their skill levels, and suggested released inmates should be considered as a resource in the future.  The availability of a $9000 tax credit for hiring parolees was also discussed.

Fred Tornatore from TSS Consulting (on behalf of Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC) gave an update on the status of the Ione co-generation facility.

· Engineering is underway at the facility, including troubleshooting, upgrading, and fixing equipment

· Permitting is going very well; Air district has signed the permit.

· The State Water Resources Control Board has been cooperative and supportive.

· The plant will have a zero discharge of water, although there will be an overflow pond as a contingency.

· Financing is coming together.

· They anticipate the plant to be operational in the summer of 2010 after about 8 months of retrofitting.
Brett Storey of Placer County shared information on biomass efforts in his area.

· Strong partnerships have been formed between Placer County and the Forest Service/State Parks
· Placer is taking the regional collection site approach, as opposed to one central collection site.

· The standard applied is a 30 mile radius to the co-generation facility.

· There are currently plans for a 1-3 MW plant in the Tahoe Basin.

· 2012-2013 Timeframe for commissioning the plant.

· Placer is working on a guidebook for use in other areas of the State.

· Placer County has developed a carbon protocol which was endorsed by the Board of Forestry.

· ARB is expected to consider that same protocol in October.

· The Energy Commission and Natural Resources Agency are also involved.

Teresa McClung, Calaveras District Ranger on the Stanislaus, gave an update on Forest Service activities.

· ROD expected by early August
· Arnold Fuelbreak projects are ready to go.
· Mapping of plantations and fuelbreaks is complete
· Amador Ranger District will provide similar maps

Bill Haigh, Field Manager for BLM, gave an update on his agency’s activities.

· Sierra Nevada Construction Company successfully completed the Lily Gap Road project.

· Skull Flat is the next project to be completed.

· Brian Mulhollen is laying out the next five projects.

· The Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit has agreed to loan a botanist to BLM, which will help them move more quickly on the environmental clearances for projects.

· Aerial and ground reconnaissance is needed on BLM parcels.

· Interagency mapping is ongoing.

· Bill also shared information about a unique project that BLM has been working on which is linked here -- http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/folsom/inimim.html 

Pat McGreevy gave a presentation on the Glencoe/Rich Gulch Wildfire Protection Plan.

· A draft plan has been developed for the focus communities
· Archaeological interests have been mapped in GIS

· There is potential to expand the plan out to other communities
· Road mapping has been completed in GIS…this could be used to establish WUI boundaries

· Timeline has been established for development and adoption of the plan

· The CalFire Tuolumne/Calaveras CWPP has not been updated since 2005

· OHV traffic is identified as a concern

· A teleconference was proposed between USFS, BLM, SNC, and Glencoe committee

· Inimim model (BLM link above) could be applied as a model

Discussion

Warren Alford has information on the National Fire Plan and how it could be applied to this effort.

FEMA Pre-Disaster Mitigation funds may be available, so long as a CWPP is in place

The USFS Region 5 webpage has a really good video from Sierra Forest Legacy.

Dick McCleery (Central Sierra RC&D and NRCS) gave an update on a series of funding proposals that are pending.

· No word yet on two State Association Technical Assistance Grants
· There may be potential to combine the post/pole and pellet plant applications

· Dick is working with Gareth Mayhead and Bruce Goines, who sit on the panel

· There will soon be $1.24 million available through NRCS
· Program guidelines are still in development

· There may be a link to the Feinstein request

· The USDA Rural Development proposal is still pending

· This would include training for sensitive areas

· Pay for trainers

· ID’d for Stimulus Funds

· The application ranked high at the State level

· The National Forest Foundation grant has been submitted for administrative support

· SNC proposals are still pending resolution of the State budget

Discussion

Motherlode Job Training received $400K for work experience programs and training.  The details are currently being worked out.

Calaveras-Mariposa Community Action Agency is also in receipt of additional funding.

Marji Feliz, Funding and Resource Development Coordinator for Sierra Nevada Conservancy, shared information on funding opportunities.

I listened to a webinar that the California Energy Commission held in June on the upcoming funding anticipated for their Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program for small cities and counties.   Although I heard nothing to indicate that biomass projects are ineligible for funding, there clearly is a focus on projects implied by the name of the grant.  However, Draft Program Guidelines are anticipated in July, with more workshops to follow, so I will continue to monitor the development of this program and report again if relevant.  

Small Business Innovation Research Program  - Funding Opportunity Number USDA-CSREES-SBIR-002363 - The purpose of the SBIR program is to provide an opportunity for US-owned, for-profit small business firms to submit innovative, applied, research and development projects that address important problems facing American agriculture and have the potential to lead to significant public benefit if the research is successful. Research proposals are accepted in any of the following topic areas: 1) Forests and Related Resources; 2) Plant Production and Protection - Biology; 3) Animal Production and Protection; 4) Air, Water, and Soils; 5) Food Science and Nutrition; 6) Rural Development; 7) Aquaculture; 8) Biofuels and Biobased Products; 9) Marketing and Trade; 10) Animal Manure Management; 11) Small and Mid-Size Farms; and 12) Plant Production and Protection - Engineering.   The SBIR program exists in three phases. The purpose of this phase 
(Phase I) is to prove the scientific or technical feasibility of the proposed research and development effort. Phase I projects typically are for 8 months.   Deadline:  September 3, 2009.  Grants may range from $70k to $90k, $18.5m is available, and no matching funds are required.  

2010 Western Wildland Urban Interface Grant Program – State Fire Assistance (SFA) funding is available and awarded through a competitive process with emphasis on hazard fuel reduction, information and education, and community and homeowner action.   This portion of the National Fire Plan was developed to assist interface communities manage the unique hazards they find around them.  Deadline:  August 5, 2009.  Submit your application directly to your local CALFIRE Unit.

Dave Wilson of Sierra Nevada Construction Company shared that he has applied to Motherlode Job Training for four positions, but cannot hire without work in the pipeline.  He also expressed frustration relative to contract awards issued by the Calaveras Foothills Firesafe Council.  There was extensive discussion about formulating a “local preference” policy for the group.
There will be a field trip to the Hayfork sustainable forestry project on July 17th.  Contact Steve W. for information.

The group is now officially the Amador Calaveras Consensus Group.

The next meeting is scheduled for August 5, 2009 at 9:30 in West Point.

Adjourn

