Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group

Meeting Notes – November 18th, 2009 


Welcome and New Introductions




Steve Wilensky
In Attendance:

Steve Wilensky, Calaveras Co. Supervisor

Bill Haigh, BLM

Teresa McClung, Stanislaus NF, Calaveras RD

Charles Jonard, Citizen

Jim Carroll, West Point Fire District

Velma Whitebear, CA Indian Manpower Consortium, CHIPS

Briana Creekmore, CHIPS

Robert Smith, Smith Grinding

Derek DuHamel, Local Contractor

Bob Martin, Mother Lode Job Training

Jan Bray, CalFire

Karen Glaze, Motherlode Job Training (Amador)

Shana Monaco, Motherlode Job Training (Calaveras)

Jesus Arredondo, Buena Vista Biomass Power

Kathy Vicini, Vicini Brothers Green Material Recycling

Dave Wilson, Sierra Nevada Construction Company

Vivian Wilson, Sierra Nevada Construction Company

Dick McCleery, Central Sierra RC&D/NRCS

John Hoffman, Natural Resources Consultant

Kris Pierce, Amador County Air Pollution Control District

Steve Hollett, CalFire

Kim Carr, Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Addie Jacobsen, Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch

Warren Alford, Sierra Forest Legacy

Pat McGreevy, Glencoe-Rich Gulch CWPP

Brandon Sanders, Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Housekeeping and Contact List




Brandon Sanders
All materials associated with ACCG are going to be published to the SNC FTP site.  Instructions on accessing these materials will be distributed shortly.
Please check your spam filter settings to ensure the various email correspondence you are receiving from me and others in the group are not being blocked.

Agency Updates






USFS/BLM/Others
The Calaveras RD has begun work using the recently formed all Native-American CHIPS crew.
There were articles in both the Stockton Record and Sonora Union Democrat.  They are attached the email that contained these notes.

The crew is receiving both in-field and classroom training in partnership with the Forest Service, CA Indian Manpower Consortium, Motherlode Job Training, and others.

The first site is completed, which was a archaeological site.  The site was 5 acres, and restored both habitat and archaeological integrity.

The work being done with the all-Native crew is generating a lot of interest.

This is the first time the Forest Service has used an all-native crew for this type of work, possibly the first nationwide.

This has boosted the morale of the Native American community in the area.

Barbara Balen, Archaeologist on the Calaveras RD, took elders out to the project site to observe the crew and the work being done.  They approved of the work being done.

Trail crews are going to be hired through ARRA funding next year, so this will create job opportunities as well.

Regional Forest Randy Moore is expressing interest in stewardship and efforts like ACCG.

Moore has called a meeting of his staff for 12/9 to discuss stewardship contracting and related activities

Steve Wilensky, Jim Branham from SNC, and Craig Thomas from Sierra Forest Legacy will be presenting to the gathering of lead Forest Service staff at this meeting.
The BLM Skull Flat fuel reduction project is set to begin.
BLM will be hosting a tour with lead fire staff from DC on the 19th.  This is a key activity which will help BLM draw down funding for activities, some of which are associated with the ACCG effort.

CalFire is working on a series of fuel management projects, including the Shakeridge/Fiddletown prescribed burning, Antelope mulching project, and River Pines fuel reduction (WUI).
Steve expressed his appreciation, especially for the work being done in River Pines

Prop. 40 projects are ongoing, with about 15 currently underway, including roadside clearing and fuelbreaks.

Contractor Updates






ALL

CSRC&D is working with the contractors group on a Woody Biomass Utilization Grant for a whole tree grinder.  The deadline is Friday.  Support letters are helpful and can be sent to Dick McCleery.
The Contractors group has had a series of meetings over the last several weeks.

8 contractors have agreed in principle to form a cooperative or joint venture.

Delta College and some environmental groups are coordinating with the group

An attorney is assisting the contractors’ group pro-bono on the legal requirements of partnership formation
Partner Updates 


 



ALL
The Nature Conservancy is working in support of the ACCG effort, and has identified the effort as a national priority as it relates to forest projects.
Buena Vista project is moving forward with good progress being reported.
During the last month and a half, Buena Vista has been able to secure financing.

There are four key components to success, local support, permitting, financing, and the actual purchase power agreements.

SMUD has agreed to a 20-year purchase power agreement

100 employees are anticipated, and Buena Vista is coordinating with the key workforce development entities, which among themselves have formed a coalition to address issues associated with ACCG.

ARB permit approval is pending; Amador is expected to finalize permits this month

So far there are four individuals in opposition to the Buena Vista project.

There is a need for separating woody materials at the various landfills/transfer stations to ensure the fuel stays clean.  There are many thoughts on this, and the counties are working on it.  One suggestion was to hire senior citizens to direct individuals offloading material to the correct piles.
There has also been some progress on getting a sort-yard/landing placed at the transfer station in Wilseyville.

County equipment is being damaged by metal and other materials that are being dumped along with the woody biomass.

Funding Opportunities





ALL 
From Marji Feliz at SNC:

Value-Added Producer Grant Program
Funding Opportunity Number RDBCP-09-VAPG
This opportunity from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development Office is intended to facilitate the development of strategies to create marketing opportunities and to help develop business plans for viable marketing opportunities. These grants should facilitate greater participation in emerging markets and new markets for value-added products. Grants will only be awarded if projects or ventures are determined to be economically viable and sustainable.  Eligible entities:  independent agricultural producers, agriculture producer groups, farmer or rancher cooperatives, or majority-controlled producer-based business ventures as defined in the announcement.  Deadline:  November 30, 2009.  Grants may range up to $300k, and approximately $18m is available.  80 awards are anticipated, and 1:1 matching funds are required.  

Collaboration Support Program
This program from the National Forest Foundation and others is intended to provide flexible funding to sustain existing place-based collaborative efforts as well as an incentive to take necessary risks to innovate and move the field of collaboration forward.  The program provides two types of small grants, capacity grants and innovation grants.  Capacity grants are available for organizational needs in collaborative efforts, and may be used for a wide range of tools such as training, consultants, community outreach, etc.  Innovation grants are for expenses related to the implementation of new ideas or strategies that will move the field of collaboration forward and that have the potential to be transferred to other collaborative efforts across the country.  Eligible entities:   501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, or organizations utilizing a fiscal sponsor with that designation.   Organizations must also be working to develop solutions for sustainable management or restoration, on or around National Forests and Grasslands, that lead to on-the ground work.  Specific issues should be related to community-based forest stewardship, recreation, watershed restoration, and/or wildlife habitat.  Deadline:  December 4, 2009.  Capacity grants may be up to $5k, and innovation grants may be up to $10k.  No information on total available funding is provided.  No matching funds are required.

National Forest Foundation Matching Awards Program
This opportunity will provide funding to organizations implementing action-oriented, on-the-ground conservation, restoration, and citizen-based monitoring projects that benefit America's National Forests and Grasslands.  Projects should focus on wildlife habitat improvement, recreation, community‑based forestry, or watershed health and restoration.  Eligible entities:  501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, universities, and Native American tribes working on, or adjacent to, National Forest and Grasslands.  Deadline for pre-proposal:  December 8, 2009.  Past awards range from $500 to over $100k, with a mean of $30k and a median of $25k.  A 1:1 non-federal cash match is required.  Approximately $1.5m is anticipated to be available. 

2010 National Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Cost Share Grant
Funding Opportunity Number USDA-FS-UCF-01-2010
This opportunity from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will provide Innovation Grants for program development, research, and collaboration to address the following four strategic priority issues widely seen as confronting the urban and community forestry community at a national or multi-state level: energy conservation, climate change, public health, and green infrastructure assessment.  For the purposes of this grant process, innovation is defined to include new, unfamiliar, or uncommon efforts to address any or all of these four priority issues.  Eligible entities:  any non-federal organization.  Pre-proposal Deadline:  December 15, 2009.  $900k is available, 225k for each of the four priority issues.  10 awards are anticipated, and a 1:1 non-federal funding match is required.

Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Services Grants (SAFER)
The SAFER grant from the Department of Homeland Security was created to provide funding to help increase the number of trained, "front-line" firefighters available in communities.  The SAFER Grants cover two activities to support this goal: (1) Hiring and Re-Hiring of Firefighters and (2) Recruitment and Retention of Volunteer Firefighters.  Eligible entities:  volunteer, combination, and career fire departments are generally eligible.  Other eligibility requirements apply.  Deadline:  December 18, 2009.  There is no maximum award limit.  $210m is available, and approximately 200 grants are anticipated.   Matching funds are not required. 

State Energy Program Solicitation
The State Energy Program (SEP) focuses funds on energy efficiency, energy conservation, renewable energy, and other energy-related projects and activities authorized by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  The California Energy Commission has released requests for proposals for three program areas under SEP: the Municipal Financing Program, the California Comprehensive Residential Building Retrofit Program, and the Municipal and Commercial Building Targeted Measure Retrofit Program.   Eligible entities:  varies depending on the program area.  Deadline:  December 21, 2009.  Funding varies depending on the program area.  Up to $95m is available.   NOTE:  The most significant questions and answers from the pre-bid conference are now posted at the Web link above.
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG)
The EECBG program is intended to assist in implementing projects and programs to reduce total energy use, reduce fossil fuel emissions, and improve energy efficiency in building and other appropriate sectors.  Eligible entities:  small cities and counties.  Applications may be prepared either individually or collaboratively.  Deadline:  January 12, 2010.  Minimum grant size is $25k for cities and $50k for counties.  Local jurisdictions will also receive an unemployment adjustment so that communities hardest hit by the economic downturn will get more funds to help in their recovery.  Up to $35.5m will be available.   Note:  The presentation from the October 22 staff workshop is available at the link above.
Loans for Energy Efficiency and Energy Generation Projects
Adding American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) - State Energy Program (SEP) funding to California's existing Energy Conservation Assistance Account Program (ECAA), the Energy Commission is providing loans with a low interest rate of 1 percent that can help local jurisdictions invest in energy efficiency, save money, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and build new jobs and industries for their communities. The current ECAA Loan Program is still offering a low interest rate of 3 percent for energy efficiency projects that do not qualify for ARRA funding.  Loans may have a term of up to 15 years.   Eligible entities:  cities, counties, special districts, public schools, colleges and universities, public care institutions, and public hospitals.   Deadline:  None given.  Loan applications are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  The maximum loan amount is $3m; there is no minimum.  Up to $25m is available.  

New Era Rural Technology Competitive Grants Program
Funding Opportunity Number USDA-NIFA-RTP-002694
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture is offering funding for technology development, applied research, and/or training to develop an agriculture-based renewable energy workforce to serve rural communities.  The intent is to produce graduates capable of strengthening the nation’s technical, scientific, and professional workforce in the fields of bioenergy, pulp and paper manufacturing, and agriculture-based renewable energy resources.   Eligible entities:  public or private nonprofit community colleges, or advanced technological centers.  Additional requirements apply.  Deadline:  April 14, 2010.  Awards may range from $10k to $300k, and $850k is available.  Five awards are anticipated and no matching funds are required.  
Schedule Next Meeting





ALL
THE NEXT MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16th 
AT THE VETERANS HALL IN WEST POINT, CA FROM 9:30 – 12:00
