Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group

Meeting Notes – October 27th, 2010 – 9:30am – 12:00pm


Participants:
Rick Breeze-Martin – Breeze-Martin Consulting

Susan McMorris – Blue Mountain Community Renewal Council

Paul Maben – Pacific Gas and Electric

Chris Post – CalFire

Dennis Lewis – Blue Mountain Emergency Preparedness Committee

Jim Carroll – West Point Fire District

Karen Glaze – Motherlode Job Training

Teresa McClung – Stanislaus NF Calaveras RD

Brandon Sanders – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Chuck Loffland – Eldorado NF Amador RD
Doug Barber – Concerned Citizen

Pat McGreevy – Glencoe-Rich Gulch CWPP
Bill Haigh – Bureau of Land Management

Keith Johnson – Bureau of Land Management

Katherine Evatt – Foothill Conservancy

Addie Jacobsen – Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch

Kevin Willard – Concerned Citizen

Chuck Jonard – Concerned Citizen

Janet Walther – Pacific Gas and Electric

Steve Wilensky – Calaveras County Supervisor District 2

Mark Stanley – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

John Romena – Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC
John Hoffman – Consultant to Amador County

Robert Smith – Smith’s Grinding

MOA Signatories






Rick Breeze-Martin
At the last meeting, the group agreed the MOA was workable, and was signed by those in attendance.  Since that time, additional organizations and individuals have signed on.  A number of folks weren’t able to make the meeting to sign, and at this point future signatories will need to remit a written request to the group in order to be added as a signatory.

The current list of signatories is as follows:

Steve Wilensky – Humbug Creek Farm and Cider Mill

Jim Branham – Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Steve Hollett – CalFire – Calaveras-Tuolumne Unit

Chris Wright – Foothill Conservancy

Addie Jacobsen – Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch

Carol ‘Cindy’ Smith – Smith’s Grinding

Ramiro Villalvazo – Eldorado National Forest Supervisor

Bill Haigh – Bureau of Land Management Motherlode Field Office

Anne Heissenbuttel – Heissenbuttel Natural Resource Consulting

Cathy Koos-Brezeal – Amador Firesafe Council

Warren Alford – Sierra Forest Legacy

Jan Bray – CalFire Amador-El Dorado Unit

Charles Jonard – Concerned Citizen

Robert Smith – Smith’s Grinding

Dick McCleery – Central Sierra RC&D/NRCS

John Hofman – Hofman Consulting

Dennis Lewis – Blue Mountain Emergency Preparedness Committee

Doug Barber – Amador County Resident

Susan McMorris – Blue Mountain Community Renewal Council

Pat McGreevy – Calaveras County Parks and Recreation Commissioner
Marilyn Conner – Motherlode Job Training

Rick Torgerson – Calaveras County Resident

Suzette Ariza – Calaveras Healthy Impact Product Solutions (CHIPS)

Paul Maben – Pacific Gas and Electric

Susan Skalski – Stanislaus National Forest Supervisor

Ramona Robertson – USFS Grants and Agreements Specialist

Karen Glaze – Motherlode Job Training

Mark Thompson – Buena Vista Biomass Power LLC

Dennis Lewis will take this MOA to the Calaveras Foothills Firesafe Council.  Jim Carroll will take the MOA to West Point Fire District for consideration.

ACCG Workgroup Appointments



Rick Breeze-Martin/ALL

The first step in forming workgroups per the MOA is to define the administrative workgroup.  Katherine Evatt, Addie Jacobsen, and Brandon Sanders volunteered to review the list of interest individuals and bring recommend workgroup compositions to the group at the November 17th meeting.  These include the operations, planning, funding, finance and administrative workgroups, as defined in the MOA.

Year-Ahead Workgroup and Facilitator Assignments
Rick Breeze-Martin/ALL

Per the MOA, the task of facilitation will rotate around the group.  Workgroup assignments will take form through the process defined above and per the stipulations of the MOA.

MOA Glossary Workgroup Report



W. Alford/P. McGreevy/J. Hofman

Defining the term “forest health” drew an extensive discussion from the group.  John Hofman provided an overview of a legislative definition.  This included consideration for condition class and fire regimes.  Others in the group felt that was too narrow a description of the overall concept of forest health.

The group agreed there is a clear need to define the concept, although many in the group felt that activity is not absolutely essential, as the MOA provides a framework which infers forest health as a goal of the group.  The term itself does not actually occur in the MOA.

There was also a suggestion to write the following into any definition adopted by the group:

· There must be a variety of factors taken into account, not just condition class and fire regime;

· Scale must be considered in a number of ways

· Cumulative impacts must be incorporated

A full discussion on the definition of the term is needed, and there could potentially be a workshop on the subject as some time in the future.  There is also an expressed need for the term to be simplified and geared toward a more local focus.

PG&E’s Land Conservation Commitment


Paul Maben/Janet Walther

Janet Walther gave a presentation and overview of the Stewardship Council.  More information can be found at http://www.stewardshipcouncil.org/ .

Partner Updates






ALL

Stanislaus NF – Working with CHIPS on a meadow restoration project.  The Stewardship agreements discussions are ongoing, with the Central Sierra RC&D proposed as the primary partner.  BLM and the Eldorado NF are also party to the agreement.  It has been suggested that the group come up with a name for the landscape being covered under the agreement, similar to the Weaverville Community Forest.  The area is bordered by Highways 88, 4, 49 and the Sierra Crest.

Eldorado NF – Participating in stewardship agreement process.  The Amador Ranger District will have a new District Ranger in the next few weeks.  His name is Rick Hobson.  EDNF also has a number of RAC projects moving forward.
BLM – Glencoe project is nearing completion, included the completion of the plantation thinning.  Material was able to be sold to a company in Jamestown to produce animal bedding.  Big Lily Gap project Environmental Assessment comment period closes in a week.  BLM will be getting an AmeriCorps crew for next spring, which will increase the amount of work they are able to get done.  BLM has contributed, both in-kind and directly, over $60,000 this year.
Buena Vista – Consultants have answered all new questions posed by the county.  There will be a presentation to the planning commission and following that the Amador County Board of Supervisors will vote on the EIR in early to mid-November.  Planning commission is responsible for issuing the final permits.  Buena Vista is aiming for a start date of May 1st 2011.  Financing will also be complete soon.

CHIPS – Involved in the Big Lily Gap project.  Also, CHIPS is moving the contractors’ cooperative forward, and meetings of the contractors have been taking place.  CHIPS is looking at a potential grant for a principal investigator on the Big Lily Gap project.  This relates to research and quantifying the outcomes.  CHIPS also have a State and Private Forestry proposal in process which will treat about 65 acres in Amador and 75 in Calaveras.  CHIPS submitted a grant application to Sierra Nevada Conservancy to fund a multi-jurisdictional CEQA/NEPA team to increase the number of shovel-ready projects on Federal lands.
The next meeting of the Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group will take place on November 17th, beginning at 9:30am, in West Point at the Veterans Hall.


