CSEDD Prop 4 Funding Proposal Summary

The Central Sierra Economic Development District (CSEDD), in collaboration with Mother Lode Job Training (MLJT), is advancing a regional initiative that leverages Proposition 4 funding to drive climate resilience, economic development, and workforce transformation through the circular bioeconomy. With deep roots in cross-sector collaboration, this proposal builds on the momentum of Sierra Jobs First and a year-long community planning process, which engaged over 80 stakeholders through focus groups, workshops, and surveys.
At the core of the proposal is a coordinated effort to transform underutilized biomass into value-added wood products—ranging from posts and firewood to emerging materials like wood straw and energy products—while simultaneously expanding place-based job pipelines in forestry, biomass processing, and green manufacturing. The Greater Sierra Forestry Corps, a flagship MLJT training program, delivers hands-on instruction in fuels reduction, chainsaw operation, and wildfire prevention. Graduates transition into careers in conservation, fire protection, and heavy equipment operations, directly feeding the workforce demands of the bioeconomy sector. Corollary to the demand for workforce, entrepreneurship will be a primary focus in our proposal, aiming to complete the complementary ecosystem around the circular bioeconomy.
 
CSEDD serves as the connective tissue in this ecosystem, aligning state and federal investments with local projects, facilitating workforce-education-industry partnerships, and stewarding a comprehensive economic strategy across Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Tuolumne, and Mariposa counties. Prop 4 funds will enable continued expansion of climate-aligned entrepreneurship, support targeted upskilling for low-income and tribal communities, and accelerate the development of a resilient rural economy through infrastructure, innovation, and inclusive opportunity. The outcomes align with statewide climate goals and include GHG reduction through avoided open pile burns, wildfire risk mitigation, and the revitalization of historically disinvested areas through sustainable economic growth
 

