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10/21/2026

XXXX
Deputy Director, Resources Management
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Subject: Letter of Support for the Institute for Bird Populations (IBP) Full Proposal for CalFire Forest Health Research Grant Program

Dear XXXX:

The Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group (ACCG) is pleased to submit this letter of support for IBP’s full proposal titled, Mastication - A Complex Story: Understanding the effects of mastication and mulch-mastication on understory vegetation and wildlife populations.  

This project would be the first funded effort to address the ACCG’s large-scale monitoring plan, MAC Project Monitoring Plan, intended to address effectiveness-related monitoring questions for the Mokelumne Amador Calaveras Forest Health and Resilience Project spanning over 250,000 acres on national forest lands in the Central Sierra Nevada. This effort would provide science-based recommendations on best practices for mastication treatments that meet fire risk reduction objectives while minimizing negative impacts and maximizing benefits to understory plants and wildlife.  

If funded, this effort would provide quantitative-based information that would help guide adaptive management for future mastication treatments within the MAC Project.  Additionally, to our knowledge, there is no other comprehensive effort, and this project may serve to inform mastication treatments in other large landscape forest health projects.

We strongly encourage CalFire to consider awarding IBP to conduct this work to address a very important aspect of ongoing forest health and resilience efforts. 


Sincerely,






Char Sarkis
Administrator for the Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group 
csarkis44@yahoo.com



